“...a smartly arranged, ultra-hip world music
experience.” ~ LA Weekly

“...a soulful and melodious exploration of
the inner workings of the mind.” ~ Urban
Asian

Aditya Prakash Ensemble
Aditya was one of the youngest musicians to tour and
perform with Sitar maestro Ravi Shankar at age 16,
taking him prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall,
Hollywood Bowl and Disney Hall to name a few. Aditya
continues to collaborate with leading innovators and
artists such as Anoushka Shankar (Aditya has been
featured on Anoushka Shankar’s GRAMMY nominated
album, Traveler), Tigran Hamasyan (Aditya is working on
a new album with Tigran as producer and collaborator
set to release in 2021) Karsh Kale and most recently,
the acclaimed dancer and choreographer, Akram
Khan in his final solo work, XENOS, which is touring
internationally from 2018-2021.
In 2010, Aditya Prakash founded the Aditya
Prakash Ensemble. The roots of the Ensemble’s
unique collaboration began during the members’

Ethnomusicology studies at UCLA, where horizons
to cross-cultural musical interaction expanded vastly.
The young, imaginative group of musicians, who while
bridging seemingly disparate styles of music, create a
boldly innovative and powerful mix of the deep-rooted
tradition of Indian classical ragas, chants and rhythms
with the modern sounds of brass band arrangement,
jazz harmony, and hip hop-infused rhythms. The
Ensemble has created an outlet for the Indian classical
and jazz aesthetic to shine forth in an accessible,
modern, playful yet powerful and dynamic way

is now
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Aditya Prakash, an award-winning vocalist known for
his powerful and emotive voice, is one of the leading
upcoming voices of Carnatic music (South Indian
classical).

751 Laurel Street # 113, San Carlos, CA 94070
Main: (650) 595-2274 • Email: staff@riotartists.com

For Immediate Release

Aditya Prakash Ensemble set to release Diaspora Kid
via Ropeadope on March 20, 2020
Fresh, Unique Nexus of South Indian Carnatic Tradition and Jazz
Known for his powerful and emotive voice, vocalist Aditya Prakash is one of the foremost
young virtuosos of Carnatic music, the traditional classical style of South India. Growing up in
his native Los Angeles, Aditya was rooted in South Indian arts and culture through his immigrant
family, yet at school found himself in a distinct minority. He studied Carnatic voice with great
dedication from childhood, but kept that passion apart from the public persona he had for his
friends. Balancing two worlds in this way leads one to isolation, a feeling of being separate from
both cultures. Yet it also drives the creative to find ways to bring these worlds together.
The power of his ancestral culture and his formidable talent took the lead when, at just 15 years
of age, Aditya was summoned and personally selected by the great Ravi Shankar to tour; soon
such respected stages as Carnegie Hall and the Hollywood Bowl appeared on his resumé -- but
more importantly they enhanced his confidence and his sense of self. Returning to high school,
he picked up the lead role in a class production of Beauty and The Beast -- surprising everyone,
including himself! -- and set out on a path toward reconciling the disparate influences in his life.
Looking forward to college, he sought the advice of the master, who suggested Aditya commit
himself completely to music. Rather than hit the road in a van (as so many do), Aditya chose to
study ethnomusicology and music at UCLA, where he gained a broad understanding of western
music and met the key players and friends who would help move his vision forward. Aditya was
now certain of his Carnatic voice, and ready to explore its potential for groundbreaking synergy
in a jazz context.
Aditya Prakash Ensemble has released two explorative and powerful albums, and is now
prepared to release Diaspora Kid, its title a reference to the artist's cross-cultural upbringing in
Los Angeles. Prakash carefully selected 24 musicians -- from the LA jazz scene and fellow
maestros from the Indian classical tradition -- to come together and make his vision a reality.
One can hear the influence of both sides, but like all truly groundbreaking projects, we can
identify with the result on its own, as an entirely new and wonderful experience. In this way the
music mirrors Aditya's experience and the experience of so many who are physically, but not
spiritually, separated from their cultures.
"Diaspora Kid is about finding my roots in my ever-changing environment, filled with a diverse
array of inspirations. From rhythmic Carnatic grooves over a brass band (Greenwood), to an
alternative rock Radiohead-inspired feel (Wave for an Ocean), to an aggressive Tigran
Hamasyan-inspired modal jazz tune (The Warrior), to an Irish fiddle-inspired sound (Irish Song)
to a hip hop rap vibe (Up in Flames), to a funky Indian folk feel (Ambiga), and finally the pure
Carnatic (Roots – Ramakali) – this album is about moving through the melting pot of cultures I
grew up with in Los Angeles through the lens of the Indian classical voice," says Prakash.

Recorded at the Evelyn & Mo Ostin Music Center at UCLA's Herb Alpert School of Music and at
Mount Atlas Studio in Chennai, India, Diaspora Kid is set for worldwide release on March 20,
2020, with preorders starting on February 28.
****
“Aditya represents a new generation of musician. He has studied his traditional craft extensively but is not
afraid to take that language and art form into uncharted territories.”
- Karsh Kale
Years ago a young talented kid called Aditya Prakash worked alongside me in my father's ensemble, and
went on to tour the world with me as part of my Rise tour in 2005. Today he's a dear friend and a fully
accomplished composer with his own Aditya Prakash Ensemble.”
- Anoushka Shankar
****
Diaspora Kid Tour Dates
April 1 Washington DC - Kennedy Center | Millennium Stage - 6pm - FREE ADMISSION
https://www.facebook.com/events/461337984759921/
April 1 Washington DC - District of Raga | Bossa Bistro + Lounge - 9pm
https://www.facebook.com/events/561725994562418/
April 3 Toronto ON - Small World | Rivoli - 10pm
https://www.facebook.com/events/140093597051081/
April 5 New York NY - Joes Pub/The Public Theater - 9pm
https://publictheater.org/productions/joes-pub/2020/a/aditya-prakash-ensemble/
April 6 Boston MA - Red Room | Café 939 - 8pm
https://www.berklee.edu/events/aditya-prakash
May 7 Los Angeles CA - Skirball Cultural Center – 8pm
May 8 Berkeley CA - Freight & Salvage - 8pm
https://www.thefreight.org/e/aditya-prakash-ensemble-92129751567/
May 11 Portland OR - The Old Church
May 12 Seattle WA - The Triple Door - 7:30pm
https://tickets.thetripledoor.net/eventperformances.asp?evt=1791

****
Contact:
Fabian Johnson - fabian@ropeadope.com
Mark Gorney - worldisc@gmail.com
Cheryl McEnaney - wingspan888@gmail.com

Track Listing
1. Greenwood {feat. Mike Greenwood} | 3:58
Arranged by Aditya Prakash & Mike Greenwood

2. Nadia | 5:24
Arranged by Aditya Prakash
Strings arranged by Matt Smith

3. Roots (Ramakali) | 4:23

Composed by Muttusvami Dikshitar (18th C), strings arranged by Aditya Prakash

4. The Warrior (feat. BC Manjunath and Josh Johnson) | 3:13
Arranged by Aditya Prakash

5. Wave for an Ocean | 5:27
Composed/Arranged by Aditya Prakash, strings arranged by Matt Smith

6. Joy (feat Amir Oosman) | 3:06
Arranged by Aditya Prakash/Lyrics by Vignesh Ravichandran

7. Irish Song | 3:39
Arranged by Aditya Prakash, strings arranged by Matt Smith

8. Up in Flames (feat. Mic Holden) | 3:58
Arranged by Julian Le, Mic Holden and Aditya Prakash
Lyrics by Mic Holden

9. Ambiga | 5:51
Arranged by Aditya Prakash and Julian Le/Mixed by Shankar Tucker and Julian Le

BONUS TRACKS – LIVE SESSIONS AT UCLA (Physical CD only)
10. Maiden Voyage | 4:45
Composed by Herbie Hancock/Rearranged by Aditya Prakash and Owen Clapp
Lyrics by Vignesh Ravichandran

11. Qawali | 4:51
Original performance by Nusrat Fateh Ali/ Arranged by Aditya Prakash

The Musicians:
Aditya Prakash – Vocals
Julian Le – Piano (Tracks 2, 4-11)
Owen Clapp – Upright and Electric Bass (Tracks 1, 2, 4-11)
Brijesh Pandya – Drums (Tracks 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9)
Mike Greenwood – Piano (Track 1)
Jonathan Pinson – Drums (Tracks 10,11)
Amir Oosman – Drums (Track 6)
Josh Johnson - Alto Sax (Tracks 1, 4, 6, 8)
David Michael Otis - Alto Sax (Tracks 10, 11)
Mike Cottone - Trumpet (Tracks 1, 6, 8)
Emile Martinez - Trumpet (Tracks 10, 11)
Jonah Levine - Trombone (Tracks 1, 6, 8, 10, 11)
Shiva Ramamurthi - Violin (Tracks 2, 6, 11)
Wesley Singerman - Guitar (Tracks 2, 5, 9)
Ryan Thomas - Guitar (Track 4)

Megan Shung - Violin (Tracks 2, 5, 7)
Yu-Ting Wu – Violin (Tracks 2, 5, 7)
Mikala Schmitz - Cello (Tracks 2, 5, 7)
Sean Lyonns - Viola (Tracks 2, 5, 7)
BC Manjunath - Konnakol (Track 4)
L Ramakrishnan - Violin (Track 3)
Sumesh Narayanan - Mridangam (Track 3)
Hitomi Oba - Flute (Track 7)
Mic Holden - Percussion and Raps (Tracks 7, 8 , 9)

Press summary – Aditya Prakash Ensemble
Diaspora Kid (Ropeadope Records)
Anoushka Shankar Quote
"Aditya has been very dear to me since we first toured together, first as part of my father Ravi
Shankar’s ensemble and then when he joined my own band in support of my album Rise. He was
just a teenager then but already had that mighty voice, which has been honed by maturity,
exploration and dedication to the beautiful depth evident today on his new album Diaspora Kid.
I recognise in Aditya the search of a second-generation member of the diaspora: the desire to
make art that truly reflects the mixes and contradictions, the conflicts and confluences of our
lives. He’s always had a powerful voice and it’s beautiful to see his creative voice find the same
power."
Tigran Hamasyan Quote
"Aditya Prakash is a visionary artist that has found a way to speak to everyone while speaking in
his own language. His new album “Diaspora Kid” is extraordinary. I am looking forward to
seeing what comes next out of this artist"
World Music Central
“…a superb, masterful album…Aditya Prakash is a remarkable vocalist.”
https://worldmusiccentral.org/2020/03/09/interview-with-indian-music-innovator-aditya-prakash
Burning Wood blog
“…my mind was blown…performed with a passion that is just about non-existent in today's pop
world. "Diaspora Kid" is a desperately needed jolt of true emotion and depth.”
http://burnwoodtonite.blogspot.com/2020/03/thank-you-aditya-prakash.html
CD Hot List
“Richly complex Indian melodies and long, mind-blowingly complicated rhythmic patterns wind
their way through jazz and rock arrangements, without either tradition ever feeling at all diluted
or compromised…it’s a unique musical and cultural emulsion that attains the elusive goal of
drawing the best from every source it touches. And none of this is even to talk about Prakash’s
voice, which is quite simply a wonder of nature: rich, powerful, clear, and seemingly without
technical limitations. An astounding album that portends a wildly successful career”
https://cdhotlist.com/
News Times India
“…mellifluous and powerful”
http://epaper.desitalk.com/2020_02_28/14
The Hindu – Indian National Newspaper
“The bond he has with his bandmates is a resilient one as they gear up to release their third album,
‘Diaspora Kid’, across all digital platforms on March 20”
https://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/music/music-of-the-diaspora-kid/article31106955.ece

Aditya Prakash Ensemble Press
"Mara" is the creative brainchild of Los Angeles siblings on the leading edge of Indian classical arts:
Mythili and Aditya Prakash.” -Los Angeles Times
“Years ago, a young talented kid called Aditya Prakash worked alongside me in my father's ensemble,
and went on to tour the world with me as part of my Rise tour in 2005. Today he's a dear friend and a
fully accomplished composer with his own Aditya Prakash Ensemble.”
-Anoushka Shankar
“Aditya represents a new generation of musician. He has studied his traditional craft extensively but is not
afraid to take that language and art form into uncharted territories.” -Karsh Kale
“Aditya Prakash Ensemble mesmerises Hyderabad.. The Indian-American vocalist, Aditya
Prakash, won over the Hyderabadis as he touched the classical high notes and combined jazz
with it to perfection”
- Times of India
“The ensemble's work demonstrates tremendous vigor and creativity, bringing to life for a new generation
on distant shores the immortal works of mystical poets. After their visit to the University of Montana, I
frequently ran into people, known and unknown, who raved about their performance.” -Ruth Vanita,
University of Montana
“Speaking from the perspective of a club owner for creative music and as a vocalist myself, I have been
waiting to hear a high caliber vocalist like Aditya for a very long time. The Aditya Prakash Ensemble was
a rare treat to add to the list of incredible talent we host at Blue Whale.” -Joon Lee, Blue Whale Jazz
“While it’s difficult to characterize the group’s sound, you eventually realize, there’s no need to. They find
a tasteful way to blend jazz, classical Indian music, hip hop, and really anything you can imagine…With a
loaded band behind him, Prakash’s final product is a refreshing, entertaining, and very intriguing mash-up
that completely disregards traditional musical boundaries.” -Daniel Richman, Candid Music Group
“Mara is an excellent album and the soundtrack to a multimedia show. The artists behind the project are
sibling collaborators Aditya (vocals) and Mythili (Bharata Natyam dance) Prakash. The album features a
thrilling mix of South Indian classical music, jazz and other elements.” - World Music Central
“MARA is a long, haunting album that combines Indian classical music with Jazz…. it is a soulful and
melodious exploration of the inner workings of the mind.” - Urban Asian
“Almost an otherworldly experience, this is a must for the open eared that really like to take it to the max.”
-Midwest Record
“The conceptual focus is that of eastern (Hindu) spirituality yet the music manages to stand firmly on its
own even without its spiritual message.” - Perceptive Travel World Music Reviews
“Aditya led the band through song cycles (his full-throated, über-tremolo vocals were emotionally pitched
throughout), the music a fusion of ragas, jazz, funk.” -Victoria Looseleaf, Fjord Review
"Prakash is a young master of Indian classical singing, yet he was drawn to jazz and funk and sought to
incorporate all those elements in his band, the Aditya Prakash Ensemble. The result is a smartly
arranged, ultra-hip world music experience." -LA Weekly

Aditya Prakash Ensemble Features
1. Rolling Stones India - FULL ARTICLE
2. The Mercury News - FULL ARTICLE
3. USC Annenberg- FULL ARTICLE
4. LA Times Fall Preview- FULL ARTICLE
5. Art Info- FULL ARTICLE
6. Living out Loud- FULL ARTICLE
7. The Hindu (India’s national newspaper)- FULL ARTICLE
8. The Daily Bruin (UCLA Publication) - FULL ARTICLE
https://www.thehindu.com/features/metroplus/society/culture-of-tamil-nadu-rediscoverychannel/article8370644.ece?fbclid=IwAR0re3JS5xx82S9ODKzha2Fme_EOYTXUkvZHVDauzfCyc5FC_
WZ-OvgFw24
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Syncing two worlds
food
in mid day

The
Frikadelen
(meatballs)
was an
instant hit

Go German!
East meets West as home chef
Ananya Banerjee hosts a German
food pop-up to celebrate
Oktoberfest. Here’s what to expect

SUPRITA MITTER

suprita.mitter@mid-day.com

Aditya Prakash Ensemble in a performance. PICS COURTESY/ SHEENA LAD

Aditya Prakash Ensemble, a Los Angeles-based music group that includes Jazz,
Hip-Hop and Indian Classical musicians, set to play here for the first time

music
SUPRITA MITTER

suprita.mitter@mid-day.com

ADITYA Prakash Ensemble will
perform in Mumbai as part of
the 9th edition of The New
Park’s
Festival
2015
curated by Prakriti Foundation.
Prakash, its founder, is
an award-winning Indian classical vocalist known for his
powerful vocals and sharp
music sensibility.
At 16, he was one of the
youngest musicians to perform
and tour with Pandit Ravi
Shankar. “My mother was a
classical dancer; I grew up in an
environment where I was
exposed to classical music. I was
trained in the Carnatic style. For
a large part of my life, that was

Exposure to
authentic Jazz and
Hip-Hop musicians
trained by master
artistes is minimal in
India, so the audience
can expect a mix of both
at the show
— Aditya Prakash

the only music I knew. My taste
in Western music developed
much later at high school and
college. My mother would also
collaborate with Flamenco
dancers and choirs. I loved
to witness those experiments,”
recalls 27-year-old Prakash
on the phone from Kolkata.
The
Aditya
Prakash
Ensemble, a Los-Angeles based
imaginative group of six musicians, create a powerful mix of
the deep-rooted tradition of
Indian ragas, chants with
modern sounds of Jazz harmony and Hip-Hop-infused
rhythms.
“We were studying together
apart from being roommates.
All of us have different backgrounds and diverse interests
and tastes in music. We started
the group in 2010. The group
improvises a lot, plays up
each other’s energies, and

music,”

Meet the ensemble

While Prakash has performed
Carnatic and devotional Folk
as a solo performer, in India
before, acompanied Anoushka
Shankar, Karsh Kale and Salim
Merchant, it will be the band’s
maiden
performance
in
Mumbai. Their recent creation
— The Colliding Worlds
Project is a 90-minute musical
journey that engages the
audience in an exciting musical
dialogue between Indian
Classical, Folk, Jazz and
Hip-Hop.
The ensemble will feature
refreshingly
contemporary
arrangements of Classical compositions, bhajans, spiritual
poetry and Bollywood songs
along with original compositions. “I haven’t heard too much
of Bollywood music. A few
recent tracks impressed me so
much that we decided to
present our take on these,”
he shares.

Julian Le started playing
classical piano when he was
three, under the guidance of
his parents, both graduates in
music. He graduated on a full
Jazz scholarship at UCLA
under Kenny Burrell and
James Newton and won
numerous awards. Jake
Jamieson is a freelance
performer and educator in Los
Angeles. He is a percussionist
and drummer. A leading
disciple of Guru Sreenivas
Murthy, Mahesh Swamy is a
renowned flautist, music
composer, percussionist,
vocalist and veena player.
Praveen Kumar began learning
the art of percussion when he
was five under mridangam
maestro, Sri Gurvayur Dorai.
He is one of the most soughtafter mridangam artistes in
Carnatic music and has
accompanied stalwarts like
Sri TM Krishna. Jonah Levine is
a trombonist, pianist,
composer and arranger.

experiments with
reveals Prakash.

What’s on Mumbai’s
playlist?

ON Today, 9.30 pm onwards
AT AT BlueFrog, Mathuradas
Mills compound, Lower Parel.
CALL 30151765

HOME-cooked German food? The idea itself
got us all excited and we were curious to savour
the goodies when the delivery arrived at our
office. The first box contained Brat Wurst,
grilled pork sausages made from scratch. Quite
different from the variety offered at cold storages, these were succulent and mildly flavoured.
The second dish we tried was Frikadelen,
mutton meatballs in German. These were meltin-the-mouth variety. The Kartofeln Salad,
essentially a potato salad, was nothing special
but complimented the meat nicely. The Chicken
Schnitzels (cutlets) were crisp on the outside
and tender within; these disappeared before we
could return to the table for a second helping.
The Eintoph (slow cooked meat stew) with
Krauter brot (herbed bread, more like garlic
bread) earned rave reviews too.
Banerjee’s menu will include Reibe Khuchen
Potato and Butter Kuchen (butter cake with
custard sauce). So if you can’t board
that flight to Hamburg or Munich to celebrate
Oktoberfest, book a table at this interesting
pop-up.

ON October 9, 7.30 pm onwards,
October 10, 12.30 pm to 3 pm
AT The Pint Room, Bandra (W).
COST R950 (veg) R1250 (non veg)
CALL 9820400222
NOTE: Booking closes this evening. Food will
be prepared for guests who confirm. Refunds
not possible.

Brat Wurst (Pork Sausages)

Interview with Indian Music Innovator Aditya Prakash
March 9, 2020 Angel Romero
Indian-American composer and vocalist Aditya Prakash has recorded a superb, masterful album titled Diaspora
Kid. The new album reveals an artist that incorporates Indian classical and traditional influences along with
subtle jazz techniques and electronica.
Although Prakash’s sound has connections to prior fusionists and what was called the Asian underground,
Diaspora Kid contains a fresh, beautifully constructed set of tracks deeply rooted in Carnatic Indian music.
Aditya Prakash is a remarkable vocalist. Throughout Disapora Kid, he uses various vocal techniques
effectively, including Indian classical, konakkol (vocal percussion) and jazz stylings.

Aditya Prakash communicated with World Music Central’s Angel Romero about his career and the new
recording:
What are your fondest musical memories?
Hard to put down all of them, but I’ll put down a few from my early years.
Memory 1
Early morning music classes with my first vocal teacher Debur Shrivathsa, who was staying with us as he was
also performing in my mother’s dance music ensemble. Although I grudgingly woke up at 6am to practice and
the basic exercises with his guidance, which has now given me such strong grounding, I secretly loved the
discipline and being in a musical environment to start my day. Also, if class went well it would always end in us
playing cricket. I learned how to play cricket from him, but I always ended up swinging the bat like I was
playing baseball.
Memory 2
Being obsessed over cassette recordings of my favorite Carnatic singers. I had a shelf of concerts from the
1960’s-80’s and I was so proud of my collection. I also had an insanely massive boom box in my room in which
I would blast these recordings sometimes all night as I slept. This is really how the music soaked into me –
listening was the key to learning.
Memory 3
I was on a tour with Pandit Ravi Shankar and we had just gotten to our hotels after a long drive. This was my
first tour bus experience and I loved it. But the travel had really tired all of us out. We had gotten back to our
hotel pretty late and were wondering what to order and then we got a knock on our door. It was Ravi Ji himself
holding a box of pizza. He came in and we all devoured the pizza and heard him narrate stories from his earlier
tours – it was an incredibly special moment.

Did you have any formal music studies?
Yes, I studied Carnatic vocal music at the age of 6, beginning with Debur Shrivathsa. I studied Harmonium at
the age of 4 under Babu Parmeswaran and then later moved to Carnatic music on the keyboard under Dr. N
Muralikrishnan. I also learned Mridangam (south Indian percussion) at the age of 5 under V. Vedakrishnan
initially. In 1999, I started going to Chennai, India every summer and winter vacation from my studies to train
intensively. I went to Sugandha Kalameghan initially for vocal then later to PS Narayanaswami and Palai
Ramachandran. I also began mridangam lessons under Neyveli Narayanan. I was balancing both vocal and
mridangam, but eventually I gave all my focus to vocal music. Currently I am under the mentorship of RK
Shriramkumar and TM Krishna.
At UCLA Ethnomusicology, I studied jazz composition under Tamir Hendleman and Hindustani music under
Shujaat Khan.
What was the first tune you learned?
The first tune I learned was a part of the basic Carnatic repertoire. In Carnatic music there is a structured
learning format, where the compositions for beginners is all laid out and is passed down from teacher to student.
The first actual melody I remember learning was called a “Gitam” in the Raga Malahari.
What do you consider as the essential elements of your music?
Rhythm, and emotion. I am heavily influenced by cross rhythms and finding patterns that groove well and seem
quite simple, but are actually made up of more complex patterns hidden within them. I always try to create
excitement and emotion behind my music. The excitement, usually through the rhythm and the emotion through
the melody. Raga music is seeping with a deep emotion and I think the voice can be a great tool to express it.
How did your musical ideas evolve throughout the years from your debut album to your latest recording?
My first album, The Hidden, is mostly inspired from the Spiritual songs and Indian melodies I was drawn to at
the time, and the instrumentation and arrangement supported those melodies.

In MARA, my second album, the Indian classical elements, came to the forefront and it was about creating a
soundscape to accompany a story that supported dance.

This album is heavily influenced from my interactions with my musician friends and Ensemble members.
Exchanging jazz scales for Indian ragas happened frequently – I learned scale exercises that jazz musicians do
and the challenge of trying something new on my voice inspired the direction on this album. I found shifting
modes/scales and tonics rapidly as a huge challenge, something that is second nature to a jazz musician, but I
attempted it on this album.
This album was more explorative and took my voice out of its comfort zone of raga and Indian melodies; it had
me singing in English on a song in which I wrote the lyrics for, which is something I have rarely done! My
ideas have evolved by continuing to interact with incredible musicians and constantly meeting new artists who
are pushing the envelope.
Tell us about Diaspora Kid
Diaspora Kid explored the multicultural sounds of LA [Los Angeles] that I heard growing up, expressed
through the lens of the Indian classical voice. Whereas history and mainstream culture tends show other
cultures, such as India, through the lens of the Western voice – this flips that idea the other way around.

Who plays on Diaspora Kid? Tell us a little about the musicians you are currently working with.
A powerhouse of 24 musicians from LA and Chennai. It has the core members of Aditya Prakash Ensemble as
well as many guest artists. The musicians I recorded in LA are all incredible jazz musicians who also come
from different backgrounds – gospel, jazz, hip hop, bebop, funk, Western classical. All of them have their own
performance groups and/or play in several bands and are doing very unique and interesting work. In Chennai I
worked with master Carnatic musicians who I have worked with in the classical sphere and thought it would be
nice to have them in my contemporary side as well.
Aditya Prakash – Vocals
Julian Le – Piano (Tracks 2, 4-11)
Owen Clapp – Upright and Electric Bass (Tracks 1,
2, 4-11)
Brijesh Pandya – Drums (Tracks 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9)
Mike Greenwood – Piano (Track 1)
Jonathan Pinson – Drums (Tracks 10,11)
Amir Oosman – Drums (Track 6)
Josh Johnson – Alto Sax (Tracks 1, 4, 6, 8)
David Michael Otis – Alto Sax (Tracks 10, 11)
Mike Cottone – Trumpet (Tracks 1, 6, 8)
Emile Martinez – Trumpet (Tracks 10, 11)
Jonah Levine – Trombone (Tracks 1, 6, 8, 10, 11)

Shiva Ramamurthi – Violin (Tracks 2, 6, 11)
Wesley Singerman – Guitar (Tracks 2, 5, 9)
Ryan Thomas – Guitar (Track 4)
Megan Shung – Violin (Tracks 2, 5, 7)
Yu-Ting Wu – Violin (Tracks 2, 5, 7)
Mikala Schmitz – Cello (Tracks 2, 5, 7)
Sean Lyonns – Viola (Tracks 2, 5, 7)
BC Manjunath – Konnakol (Track 4)
L Ramakrishnan – Violin (Track 3)
Sumesh Narayanan – Mridangam (Track 3)
Hitomi Oba – Flute (Track 7)
Mic Holden – Percussion and Raps (Tracks 7, 8 , 9)

You grew up in the United States. Are you in touch with the music scene in India, especially artists that
combine Indian music with other elements?
I am very connected to the scene in India. I spend 3-4 months in a year in India – training, performing, and
living Carnatic music. And most of the young Carnatic musicians I know, are combining Indian music with
other elements. The world is becoming inspired by cross-cultural dialogue and I think that is such a beautiful

thing. When two seemingly disparate cultures come together to converse in an authentic way, poignant
soundscapes can be created and the message behind it can be even more powerful.
Your album Diaspora Kid is on an American label. Is it available in India as well?
Yes, it releases on Ropeadope Records on March 20, 2020. But it will be available worldwide through the major
streaming platforms like Spotify, apple music, iTunes, etc. Physical distribution will also be in select countries
across the world through Ropeadope’s distributor – Vydia Music.

Your music seems to have connections to artists like Karsh Kale. Are you familiar with his music? Have
you ever met him?
I am very familiar with Karsh’s music. I met him when I was 16 years old while I was touring with Anoushka
Shankar on her album tour, Rise. Karsh joined as a guest artist for that show, as him and Anoushka are close
collaborators and friends. Since then I have performed and toured with him. Karsh’s approach to live
performance – free, spontaneous nature on stage is a huge inspiration to me; he gives every musician on stage
room to explore within his structure. For anyone who is experimenting with combining different musical
cultures and influences, I think Karsh is a must-listen.
Mainstream media does not provide an outlet for world music. In what ways are you promoting your
music?

The type of music I do and am interested in is definitely not mainstream and it is not catered to the mainstream.
It is meant for people with a more experimental and curious ear. The ways I promote my music is through social
media and reaching out to my well-wishers personally.
What advice would you give to beginners who are anxious?
Accept the anxiety. There will be failure; lots of it. But there will be lots of success along the way. Acceptance
is key I think because it develops patience. Career opportunities do not come when we demand them, they come
when we sometimes don’t even expect them. So I’d say to stay focused on honing in your skills in your craft
and stay curious and open to new sounds, and try to interact with musicians who are of a higher caliber than
you, to keep yourself inspired. And itll all unfold the way it should.
Aside from the tour, do you have any additional upcoming projects to share with us?
I am already working on two new albums currently. In July I will be recording a purely Carnatic album with
Yarlung records. And simultaneously I am working on creating the material for my next album, which is being
produced and mentored by my inspiration, Tigran Hamasyan. I am also thrilled that he will also be playing as a
guest artist on this album as well. Aside from the recording projects, I will be touring with my Ensemble in the
USA support of Diaspora Kid. This spring we perform in DC, Toronto, NY, Boston, LA, the Bay Area,
Portland, and Seattle and later in the year we will be coming to Detroit, Dallas, Houston among other cities
which we announce soon.
I am also very fortunate to be touring with Akram Khan in his final solo production, XENOS which will take
me to France, South Korea, Mexico, UK, and the USA this year.
Official website: Aditya Prakash
Headline photo: Aditya Prakash Ensemble at HCLA

Author: Angel Romero
Angel Romero y Ruiz has been writing about world music for many years. He founded the websites
worldmusiccentral.org and musicasdelmundo.com. Angel is also co-founder of the Transglobal World Music
Chart. Angel has also produced and remastered world music studio albums and compilations for labels such as
Alula Records, Ellipsis Arts, and Music of the World.
https://worldmusiccentral.org/2020/03/09/interview-with-indian-music-innovator-aditya-prakash/

	
  

	
  
September	
  13,	
  2014	
  
TO:	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  County	
  Arts	
  Commission	
  
	
  
It	
  is	
  with	
  great	
  pleasure	
  that	
  I	
  write	
  this	
  letter	
  of	
  recommendation	
  for	
  the	
  award	
  winning	
  Los	
  
Angeles	
  born	
  Indian	
  classical	
  vocalist	
  and	
  composer	
  Aditya	
  Prakash.	
  Firmly	
  rooted	
  in	
  South	
  
Indian	
  classical	
  (Carnatic)	
  music,	
  his	
  work	
  is	
  inspired	
  by	
  North	
  Indian	
  classical	
  music,	
  Sufi	
  
music,	
  Western	
  classical,	
  jazz,	
  and	
  flamenco.	
  	
  
	
  

As	
  Founding	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  World	
  Arts	
  and	
  Cultures	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  

California,	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  I	
  also	
  served	
  as	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  UCLA	
  Center	
  for	
  Intercultural	
  
Performance	
  from	
  1996	
  to	
  2012	
  and	
  World	
  Festival	
  of	
  Sacred	
  Music	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  from	
  1999	
  to	
  
2011.	
  I	
  have	
  conceived	
  and	
  developed	
  campus,	
  citywide,	
  national	
  and	
  international	
  projects,	
  
festivals,	
  residencies	
  and	
  concert	
  presentations	
  with	
  special	
  emphasis	
  on	
  Asia	
  for	
  forty	
  years.	
  
	
  

	
  I	
  worked	
  with	
  Aditya	
  Prakash	
  on	
  several	
  key	
  projects	
  and	
  witnessed	
  firsthand	
  his	
  

remarkable	
  accomplishments	
  in	
  the	
  areas	
  of	
  music,	
  leadership	
  and	
  service.	
  His	
  work	
  is	
  of	
  the	
  
highest	
  quality.	
  He	
  has	
  trained	
  under	
  master	
  Gurus	
  in	
  India	
  Aditya	
  (vocal	
  and	
  percussion).	
  He	
  
has	
  composed	
  and	
  presented	
  compelling	
  music,	
  collaborated	
  with	
  international	
  artists	
  and	
  
made	
  a	
  tremendous	
  contribution	
  to	
  the	
  cultural	
  life	
  of	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  Los	
  Angeles.	
  Aditya	
  also	
  
performs	
  with	
  leading	
  musicians	
  -‐Karsh	
  Kale,	
  Salim	
  Merchant	
  and	
  Anoushka	
  Shankar.	
  
	
  

Aditya	
  Prakash	
  was	
  raised	
  in	
  a	
  household	
  filled	
  with	
  music	
  and	
  dance;	
  his	
  mother	
  Viji	
  

Prakash	
  is	
  founder	
  and	
  director	
  of	
  the	
  esteemed	
  Shakti	
  Dance	
  School	
  of	
  Bharatanatyam	
  (South	
  
Indian	
  classical	
  dance)	
  in	
  LA	
  and	
  his	
  sister	
  Mythili	
  Prakash	
  is	
  a	
  well-‐known	
  Bharatanatyam	
  
dancer.	
  Prakash	
  began	
  his	
  vocal	
  training	
  at	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  8	
  and	
  performed	
  his	
  first	
  solo	
  vocal,	
  two-‐
hour	
  debut	
  performance	
  at	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  12.	
  Prakash	
  has	
  been	
  touring	
  the	
  world	
  since	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  
16.	
  At	
  16,	
  Prakash	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  youngest	
  musicians	
  to	
  perform	
  as	
  lead	
  vocalist	
  with	
  the	
  
legendary	
  Sitar	
  Maestro,	
  Pandit	
  Ravi	
  Shankar	
  and	
  his	
  daughter	
  and	
  disciple,	
  Anoushka	
  Shankar	
  
in	
  the	
  Festival	
  of	
  India	
  III	
  ensemble	
  which	
  toured	
  the	
  US	
  and	
  presented	
  at	
  Carnegie	
  Hall,	
  Disney	
  
Hall,	
  Hollywood	
  Bowl	
  and	
  Boston	
  and	
  Chicago	
  Symphony	
  Halls.	
  Pandit	
  Ravi	
  Shankar’s	
  passion	
  
for	
  the	
  arts,	
  his	
  guidance	
  and	
  advice	
  inspired	
  Aditya	
  to	
  pursue	
  music.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Prakash	
  received	
  a	
  B.A	
  	
  in	
  Performance	
  and	
  composition	
  in	
  2011	
  from	
  the	
  

presitgious	
  UCLA	
  Department	
  of	
  Ethnomusicology	
  where	
  he	
  established	
  the	
  LA	
  based	
  Aditya	
  
Prakash	
  Ensemble.	
  APE	
  is	
  known	
  for	
  honoring	
  the	
  unique	
  qualities	
  and	
  strengths	
  found	
  in	
  
South	
  Indian	
  Carnatic	
  music	
  Jazz	
  and	
  Hip	
  Hop.	
  .	
  Playful	
  in	
  spirit,	
  other	
  times	
  dynamic	
  and	
  
powerful,	
  interlocking	
  with	
  each	
  other	
  the	
  music	
  of	
  APE	
  is	
  compellingly	
  entertaining	
  and	
  fresh.	
  
Youthful,	
  energetic,	
  imaginative,	
  this	
  diverse	
  group	
  of	
  musicians	
  bridge	
  Western	
  and	
  Eastern	
  
approaches	
  to	
  performance	
  to	
  a	
  create	
  boldly	
  innovative,	
  powerful	
  mix	
  of	
  the	
  deep	
  rooted	
  
tradition	
  of	
  Indian	
  ragas	
  and	
  chants	
  with	
  global	
  sounds.	
  	
  
Aditya	
  Prakash	
  and	
  his	
  ensemble	
  performed	
  at	
  our	
  World	
  Festival	
  of	
  Sacred	
  Music	
  in	
  
2008.	
  	
  What	
  drew	
  us	
  to	
  the	
  group	
  was	
  the	
  artistry,	
  dynamism	
  and	
  virtuosity	
  each	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  
musicians	
  brought	
  to	
  the	
  fore.	
  They	
  enhanced	
  this	
  skill	
  by	
  working	
  together	
  to	
  support	
  each	
  
other	
  to	
  offer	
  a	
  powerful	
  synthesis	
  of	
  many	
  different	
  styles	
  of	
  music.	
  We	
  had	
  a	
  sold-‐out	
  
audience	
  at	
  their	
  performance	
  at	
  The	
  Brand	
  Library	
  in	
  Glendale,	
  CA	
  and	
  we	
  were	
  pleased	
  with	
  
the	
  feedback	
  we	
  received	
  from	
  the	
  attendees.	
  APEnsemble	
  has	
  a	
  strong	
  grounding	
  in	
  their	
  
respective	
  traditional	
  and	
  stylized	
  art	
  forms	
  and	
  they	
  enhance	
  their	
  firm	
  grounding	
  with	
  an	
  
innovative,	
  modern	
  and	
  global	
  sound	
  that	
  is	
  truly	
  one-‐of-‐a-‐kind.	
  Prakash	
  also	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  
WFSM's	
  2009	
  Emerging	
  Voices	
  Project	
  -‐	
  collaborating	
  and	
  performing	
  with	
  Artistic	
  Directors-‐	
  
Sister	
  Iris	
  Stevenson	
  (Crenshaw	
  HS	
  Elite	
  Choir),	
  Viji	
  Prakash	
  (Shakti	
  Dance	
  Company),	
  Kumu	
  
Keali'i	
  Ceballos	
  (Halau	
  Keali'i	
  O	
  Nalani)	
  and	
  Jesus	
  Guzman	
  (San	
  Fernando	
  Mariachi	
  Apprentice	
  
Program).	
  The	
  collaborative	
  performance	
  of	
  music	
  and	
  dance	
  was	
  presented	
  at	
  the	
  
Aratani/Japan	
  America	
  Theater	
  to	
  a	
  sold	
  out	
  audience.	
  	
  
Prakash	
  is	
  recepient	
  of	
  several	
  awards	
  for	
  music	
  and	
  compostion	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  Yuva	
  Kala	
  
Bharati	
  2012-‐	
  Outstanding	
  Achievement	
  in	
  Carnatic	
  Vocal	
  from	
  Bharat	
  Kalachar,	
  Chennai,	
  Yuva	
  
Kalakar	
  Puraskar”-‐	
  2009-‐	
  Most	
  Promising	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
Artist:	
  Shanmukhananda,	
  Mumbai,	
  Sri	
  Krishna	
  Gana	
  Sabha	
  Endowment	
  Award	
  2009-‐	
  
Performance-‐	
  Sri	
  Krishna	
  Gana	
  Sabha,	
  Chennai,	
  Best	
  Junior	
  Vocalist	
  2008	
  from	
  Thyaga	
  
Bramha	
  Gana	
  Sabha,	
  Vani	
  Mahal,	
  Chennai.	
  Each	
  year	
  he	
  is	
  invited	
  to	
  perform	
  at	
  the	
  prestigious	
  
Chennai's	
  Music	
  Festival	
  in	
  Southern	
  India.	
  Most	
  recently	
  APE	
  was	
  invited	
  to	
  perform	
  at	
  the	
  LA	
  
County	
  Holiday	
  Celebration	
  at	
  the	
  Music	
  Center,	
  Dec	
  2013.	
  	
  
	
  

I	
  continue	
  to	
  follow	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  Prakash	
  and	
  APE	
  and	
  am	
  very	
  pleased	
  with	
  the	
  

progress	
  they	
  continue	
  to	
  make	
  as	
  individual	
  musicians	
  and	
  as	
  a	
  collective	
  ensemble	
  which	
  they	
  
continue	
  to	
  refine	
  and	
  enhance.	
  Your	
  support	
  will	
  enable	
  Prakash	
  and	
  his	
  ensemble	
  to	
  continue	
  
to	
  develop	
  and	
  bring	
  a	
  significant	
  contribution	
  to	
  the	
  world	
  of	
  collaborative	
  music.	
  

	
  
Sincerly	
  
	
  
Judy	
  Mitoma	
  
Director,	
  Foundation	
  for	
  World	
  Arts	
  
Research	
  Professor,	
  UCLA	
  Department	
  of	
  World	
  Arts	
  and	
  Cultures/Dance	
  
Founding	
  Chair,	
  UCLA	
  Department	
  of	
  World	
  Arts	
  and	
  Cultures	
  
12200	
  Lawler	
  Street	
  
Los	
  Angeles,	
  Ca	
  90066	
  
cell	
  310	
  871	
  2648	
  

jmitoma@arts.ucla.edu	
  	
  
	
  

